
Art Cri!icism EssayHandout 

(What Do You See, \.V11atDoes it Mean, and What Do You Think?) 

Do you rememberthefirst dayof our Surrealismunit? We lookedat the SalvadorDali 

painting,"ThePersistenceof Memory", (theonewith the meltingwatches.)Thestepswe 

went throughin orderto getto know this painting arecalled: 

1) Description!Analysis 

2) Interpretation 

3) Evaluation 

You arebeingaskedto completeapieceof writing aboutthe famousSurrealistpaintingof 

which I amgiving you a:print. You will composeyour actualessaysashomework,orin 

art classwith meif you finish your sketchesor artwork aheadof time. I will begrading 

you on how thoughtfully andthoroughlyyou answermy questionsandfollow my 

directions. You must usecompletesentencesand correct spelling. I will beavailable 

to help guide you in fulfilling all requirements as you write your essay.The essays 

mustbehandedin by the lastclassof this unit. 
p 

As you remember,goingthroughthesestepsin order is a very valuableway for you to 

experiencea pieceof artwork,considerwhat it might mean,andthenevaluateit. Knowing 

how to do thiscanhelpyou becomemoreco~fortable whenyou go to museumsor 

galleries,or anywhereyou could seeart. You arelearningto studyartworkcloselyenough 

thatyou canmakejudgementsaboutit andSUPPORTTHAT JUDGEMENT. Any time 

you cansupportyour opinion, you aremuchbetteroff thanif you merelyjump in with a 

commentlike, "I like it. It's weird!" without being ableto explainwhatyou meanand 

why. 

What I would like you to do is to applythe samestep-by-stepprocessof art criticism to the 

SurrealistpaintingI give you. 
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You will write your answersto the questionsseparatelyfor eachcategory. Before you 

start, we will go over together the exampleI provide (attached.) 

READY? 

Part 1: Description/Analysis 

(At leastonefull paragraph.): 

Tell me,what do you see?Objects?Whatkind pf sceneis it? What doesit 

look like? Be very descriptive. 

Part 2: Interpretation 

(At leastonefull paragraph): 

Basedon your Description/Analysisabove,whatdo you think thispainting 

might mean? What might the artist havebeentrying to say? Are there 

symbols? Is there a kind of mood or feeling to it? Why? Base your 

answerson Description/Analysis! Use the word because,so you will be 

supporting your Interpretation. 

Part 3: Evaluation . 

(At leastonefull paragraph): 

Now,basedonyour Descriptions/AnalysesAND your Interpretations,tell 

me,do you like this painting? Why or why not? (Herearemoreexample 

questionsjust to help you getideas. You do not needto answereachone. 

You canansweryour own:) 

Is it successful?Is it well done?Doesit causeyou to respond,or feel a 

certainway? Is it original? 


